
Cutting Machine Appliqué and English Paper Piecing: 

A Two-day workshop 

Meghan Gerety 

Have you got a domestic cutting machine but haven't really put it to use for quilting?  Let's make that 

cutting machine (Cricut, Silhouette, Brother ScanNCut or other) work for you!  Cut your pieces for 

applique and English Paper Piecing in a fraction of the time.  At the end of the workshop, you will 

have all the pieces you need to create a small masterpiece.  Work on an appliqué project or an 

English Paper Piecing project.   

Workshop Blocks: You should be able to finish one block.   

   

You will learn to: 

• Download applique shapes for your cutting machine. 

• Understand how to create shapes for your machine.   

• Cut fabric and templates (freezer paper, soluble stabilizer, cardboard or your favorite template 

material) for use in appliqué. 

• Cut your own English paper piecing templates. 

• Cut fabric with seam allowance for turned edge applique, raw edge applique, or English paper 

piecing.   

If you bring a flash/thumb drive, you will receive:   

• Cutting (*.svg) files for two hexagonal blocks.  With her permission, we will use two blocks from 

Becky Goldsmith’s (Piece O’Cake) pattern Hexie Garden©.  I will supply the cutting files (*.svg files) 

for two of the blocks.   

• If you have purchased the Hexie Garden pattern and bring it with you, I will provide all the cutting 

files for all the blocks.  

• Cutting (*.svg) files for common English paper piecing shapes:  hexagons, part hexagons, rosettes, 

diamonds, and triangles. 

• Bonus:  you will receive *.svg files for a variety of floral and leaf shapes.  These are my own 

drawings and have no copyright.  You must bring a thumb drive to receive these files.   

Supply list: 

You bring these supplies 
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CUTTING MACHINE AND ACCESSORIES 

• Cutting Machine:  If you have a machine, bring your own.  You may also arrange to share with 

someone in class.  There will be two machines in the classroom that anyone can use: a Cricut 

Maker and a Brother Scan N Cut SDX325.   

• USB Cord:  Cord that attaches your cutting machine to your laptop.  Wireless may not be 

available.  (Not necessary if you are sharing or using the class provided machines). 

• Cutting Machine Blades:  Your cutting machine must have a rotary cutting blade (for fabric) and 

a standard knife blade if you are cutting templates.   

• Cutting machine mats:  fabric cutting mat and light grip/low tack mats for paper 

• Laptop with the cutting machine software loaded. (Mac or PC) We will not download and 

install software during the class.  If you have trouble installing the cutting machine software 

before the workshop, please text me at 505-715-3130.  Let me know if you need help and I will call 

you back.   

• Cricut, Silhouette, and ScanNCut software are all free and can be downloaded at the 

following links:   

▪ Cricut Design space 

▪ Silhouette Studio 

▪ Brother Canvas Workspace:  For the ScanNCut, if you are sharing, you need the model 

number of the machine to download the correct version. 

FABRIC – fat quarter (or equivalent) for each element below except background.  Choose as many 

colors for each element as you like. 

• Hexagon background – need 1/2 yd. 

• Flowers (two blocks with flowers - choose a main color and center color for each) 

• Leaves 

• Stems 

• Hexagon Border Frame 

• Setting Triangles  

APPLIQUE TOOLS – Bring your favorite tools for applique.  We may not have time for sewing, but we 

will turn edges using either starch or glue. 

• Applique turning tools: Two Wooden cuticle sticks, Two Metal cuticle sticks,  or Apliquick Tools.  I 

use Apliquick tools but boy, have they become expensive! 

 

GLUE  

• Elmer’s washable school glue (a stick, not liquid).  The color doesn’t matter. 

• Elmer’s school glue liquid OR Roxanne’s applique glue for placing applique on the background 

fabric. 

• Fusible web if you are using a fused raw edge applique technique 

THUMB DRIVE:  If you wish to receive the bonus cutting files mentioned above, please bring a thumb 

drive.   

  

https://design.cricut.com/#/
https://www.silhouetteamerica.com/software
https://support.brother.com/g/b/midlink_product.aspx?c=us&lang=en&site=pc&type3=10305&targetpage=18&pcatid=42&direct=g2da%2f
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Equate-Beauty-Dual-Sided-Wooden-Nail-Care-Cuticle-Sticks-12-Pack/557491750?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&wl13=1185&adid=22222222277557491750_117755028669_12420145346&wmlspartner=wmtlabs&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=501107745824&wl4=aud-1651068664506:pla-294505072980&wl5=9028322&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=local&wl12=557491750&wl13=1185&veh=sem_LIA&gclid=CjwKCAjw0ZiiBhBKEiwA4PT9z8LUVEXtUBagtLNpI6ozvJXCu2lGfeZWNe6OrJ_TYjnu1a3GLBOB-RoCxq8QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://a.co/d/6UG4JMV
https://a.co/d/ccHt6MI
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Supply list: Provided by instructor 

I will bring these supplies.  Students need not purchase.  

APPLIQUE TEMPLATE MATERIAL 

▪ For prepared edge starch method:   

o Heat resistant template plastic OR  

o Sheets or rolls of freezer paper (8.5X11” or 12X12”).  Cutting from a roll is fine. Two sheets 

will be ironed together to make a sturdy, reusable template. 

▪ For glue edge prepared method:   

o Soluble stabilizer (fusible or not) 

• Ricky Tims stable stuff available at link OR 

• Floriani Stich N Wash fusible available at link OR 

• Print and Piece Fusible Lite,  

▪ For needle turn method: 

o Template material of your choice for applique shapes:  

• Cereal box weight cardboard (20-24 pt/0.20-0.24”), OR 

• student poster board (11pt) , OR 

• or your choice of material.   

▪ For English paper piecing: 

o Template material of your choice:   

• Student poster board (11 pt) OR  

• cereal box weight cardboard (20-24 pt/0.20-0.24”), OR  

• 60-80 lb. cardstock 

Sources for materials 

• Hexie Garden Pattern: from Amazon or from Becky Goldsmith 

• Template plastic:  Karen Kay Buckley KKB029 Perfect Template Plastic or your favorite 

• Soluble Stabilizer:  Ricky Tims stable stuff, Floriani Stich and Wash Fusible, Print and Piece Fusible 

Lite,  

• Paper Piecing templates:  Try Michaels or HEB for poster board and Michaels for heavy cardstock.  

Make sure to use the coupons.  

• Cereal box weight cardboard:  22 pt-24 pt or just cereal boxes 

• Applique turning tools: Two Wooden cuticle sticks, Two Metal cuticle sticks,  or Apliquick Tools.   

 

Location:  https://www.aaqg.org/resources/Workshops/2023-2024/11-Gerety/Supply_List_Gerety.pdf 

https://www.rickytims.com/online-store/notions/ricky-tims-stable-stuff-poly-50-sheets-8-5x11
https://redrockthreads.com/colors/googlemerchant4.asp?qry=93055a&gclid=CjwKCAjw6vyiBhB_EiwAQJRopkuODCfaW7XoiAkHCXq8Gkkp3nefivDgyV-vOk5u8YV0DvD2H0o5mRoCL-sQAvD_BwE
https://www.fatquartershop.com/quilters-select-print-and-piece-fuse-lite-8-5-in-x-11-in-printable-sheets
https://a.co/d/2OedwpR
https://pieceocake.com/collections/books/products/hexie-garden-quilt
https://www.amazon.com/dp/B08MHQCV2B?th=1
https://www.rickytims.com/online-store/notions/ricky-tims-stable-stuff-poly-50-sheets-8-5x11
https://redrockthreads.com/floriani/stitchnwashfusible.asp
https://www.fatquartershop.com/quilters-select-print-and-piece-fuse-lite-8-5-in-x-11-in-printable-sheets
https://www.fatquartershop.com/quilters-select-print-and-piece-fuse-lite-8-5-in-x-11-in-printable-sheets
https://a.co/d/h1i0qAo
https://a.co/d/gso4eKE
https://www.walmart.com/ip/Equate-Beauty-Dual-Sided-Wooden-Nail-Care-Cuticle-Sticks-12-Pack/557491750?wmlspartner=wlpa&selectedSellerId=0&wl13=1185&adid=22222222277557491750_117755028669_12420145346&wmlspartner=wmtlabs&wl0=&wl1=g&wl2=c&wl3=501107745824&wl4=aud-1651068664506:pla-294505072980&wl5=9028322&wl6=&wl7=&wl8=&wl9=pla&wl10=8175035&wl11=local&wl12=557491750&wl13=1185&veh=sem_LIA&gclid=CjwKCAjw0ZiiBhBKEiwA4PT9z8LUVEXtUBagtLNpI6ozvJXCu2lGfeZWNe6OrJ_TYjnu1a3GLBOB-RoCxq8QAvD_BwE&gclsrc=aw.ds
https://a.co/d/6UG4JMV
https://a.co/d/ccHt6MI

