Quilt Show Procedures

As of June 6, 2005

OBJECTIVES

The objective of the Austin Area Quilt Guild’s Show is to:

• Promote and encourage appreciation of fine quilts and the art of quilt making;

• Educate the public as to the significance and history of quilt making as an art form;

• Present to the general public the finest examples of traditional and contemporary quilts;

• Provide members an opportunity to exhibit their quilts and be judged (optional) for excellence in quilt design and craftsmanship through the presentation of awards based on qualified and impartial judging; and,

• Raise revenue to support the functions of the guild.

RULES

Exhibitor must comply with all rules or entry will be rejected.

1.
Each quilt must be the work of at least one AAQG member and entered in her/his name. Except for quilts entered in the 2-Person, Group and Professionally Quilted categories, each quilt shall be made by one individual.

a.
A “bee” may enter the same number of quilts as an individual, but quilts must be entered in the Group category (unless a quilt is professionally quilted). 

b.
Quilts that are professionally quilted must be entered in the Professionally Quilted category.

c.
Quilts entered by Junior members in the Junior category shall be primarily the work of the entrant, but assistance by an adult is acceptable without requiring the quilt to be entered in the Group or 2-Person categories.

2.
All quilts must be completed. Quilts entered in previous biennial AAQG shows, in any form, are not eligible for show entry.

3.
A quilt generally consists of three layers: backing, filler, and top, held together with stitching through all three layers. In the Art Quilt, Wearable Art, and Other Techniques categories, entries shall consist of at least two layers with sewing or fastening between two layers. Edges should be finished appropriately.

4.
Framed quilts, quilted pillows and visible rigid frames or mounting devices are not permitted.

5.
Final placement in a category will be at the discretion of the Verification Committee. If the committee moves a quilt to another category before show check-in, the entrant must be notified in writing. If a quilt is moved after show check-in (for example, because it does not meet the criteria for its category), an effort must be made to notify the entrant by e-mail or telephone. These notifications are a courtesy to entrants. Entrants may not make category changes after the entry deadline.

6.
A multiple panel entry will be considered as one entry and is limited to one multiple entry per member. Multiple panels that are made to be hung together must be entered in the size classification that includes the total dimensions of all panels combined, not the size classification of each piece. Multiple panels must have hanging sleeves as required on single entries or may be mounted on a complementary base fabric that includes a sleeve. Each piece must be labeled by owner on the back, lower left-hand corner.

7.
The maximum number of quilts entered for judging and/or display, plus the number of Wearable Art items, will be determined by the Show Committee each biennial year.
8.
Guild challenge projects will be judged at a given time when the guild challenge projects are finished. Guild challenge projects may be entered in the show for display only, and are not eligible for judging. Guild challenge projects and special displays are at the discretion of the Show Committee each biennial year.

9.
All entries must be clean and undamaged to be judged or shown. Entry fees will not be refunded for damaged or soiled entries, or for entries that are withdrawn after the entry deadline. Refunds prior to the entry deadline are at the discretion of the Show Committee.

10.
 All large and small quilts must have four-inch sleeves; miniatures must have two-inch sleeves. If any quilt is 90 inches long or less, the sleeve must be attached at the top of the quilt. If the quilt is longer than 90 inches, the top of the sleeve must be attached exactly 90 inches from the lower edge, or turned up from the bottom and basted (not pinned). There will be no exceptions. Any quilt received without the required sleeve attached will be denied entry in the show and returned to the exhibitor. Show workers will not sew sleeves on quilts. If the quilt is longer than 90 inches with a width of 90 to 110 inches, the sleeve may be attached along the length so that the quilt can be hung sideways. If an entry longer than 90 inches is checked in without the appropriate accommodation, the Hanging Committee has the authority to pin up the bottom edge without notifying the entrant. To accommodate the hanging of odd-shaped quilts, the quiltmaker must contact the Floor Plan and Hanging committees ONE MONTH prior to the show to arrange appropriate hanging.
11.
 A label with maker’s name(s) must be attached to the lower left corner on the back of the quilt (the left as you are looking at the back of the quilt). Garments should have the labels on the inside of the garment. If your entry is being judged, you must cover all labels, no matter where they are placed, with muslin. In addition, if your name appears elsewhere in either fabric or thread, you must also cover those occurrences of your name. The muslin may be sewn on with a running stitch or pinned. All muslin will be removed after judging is completed.

AWARDS


In all categories, a First, Second, and/or Third Place award may be given. In addition, up to 20 percent of the quilts in each category may be given an Honorable Mention. The judge does not have to give all these awards, as there may not be quilts in the category that warrant an award.

The judges are asked to determine overall awards in large and small sizes for each of the following:

1)
Color for a large and a small quilt;

2)
Appliqué for a large and a small quilt;

3)
Piecing for a large and a small quilt;

4)
Design (this should take into account compatibility of the top and its quilting) for a large and a small quilt;

5)
Creativity (this should take into account originality in the use of design) for a large and a small quilt;

6) 
Hand Quilting by an individual for a large and a small quilt; and

7)
Machine Quilting by an individual for a large and a small quilt.

8)
Heritage for a large and a small quilt.

This will be a total of sixteen awards. Quilts in categories with size determinations  will be deemed to be large or small according to measurements covered by Entry Size Classifications (noted in the following sections). Size will be noted on the quilt’s signage. 

Best of Show Award: The judges are asked to choose one quilt with a high standard of excellence on the basis of visual impact, color, design, workmanship, and the execution of all techniques involved. This quilt will receive the Best of Show Award.

Judge’s Choice Awards: Each judge is asked to choose one quilt each with a high standard of excellence from any piece entered for judging. These quilts will receive Judge’s Choice Awards.

Viewer’s Choice Award: This quilt is chosen by individual ballot by those who attend the Show, one ballot per person per show.

JUDGES AND JUDGING PROCESS


The purpose of using multiple judges is to expedite the judging process, not to have multiple critiques on each quilt. A judge should judge a complete category unless there are too many entries for one judge. Then judges will compare critiques in order to give awards. AAQG will provide the judging CRITIQUE forms used in the judging process.

HANGING THE SHOW


A judged show MUST be hung by categories in order to expedite the judging process. Within a category, quilts to be judged will hang together, followed by quilts for display only. Judged quilts will be identified on the signage. Within any given category the quilts will be assigned a number, i.e., 101, 102, 103, etc. A numbering system is very helpful to the judges and the viewers.

ENTRY SIZE CLASSIFICATION

• Large Quilt: Length plus width must be no less than 120 inches, not to exceed 240 inches.

• Small Quilt: Length plus width must be at least 30 inches, but less than 120 inches.

• Miniature: Length plus width must be no more than 48 inches; if blocks are used, maximum block size is 5 inches.

If the maker has doubts about size or category, contact the Judging Committee.

CATEGORY DESCRIPTIONS

100. 
Pieced, Large
200.
Pieced, Small
Quilts that are 51% or more pieced using patterns and inspiration from existing quilt history and/or expand on patterns to create altered designs.

300. 
Appliqué, All Sizes
Quilts that are 51% or more appliquéd and contain fabric designs cut out of one cloth and stitched or otherwise applied to the surface of another fabric

400. 
Art Quilt, All Sizes

Quilts of original design made with artistic intent that use color, design, and construction techniques to create a work that expands beyond traditional quilts. An original work is composed first-hand—a fresh design or style without copying the works of others.

500.
Miniature – Refer to size classification

A quilt that is scaled down (miniaturized) and bound; one which represents a full-sized quilt, If blocks are used, maximum block size is 5 inches. Includes all techniques.

600.
Novice – All sizes

This category is created for quiltmakers to exhibit in a less competitive atmosphere; applies only to first three quilts eligible to be shown. Maker may wish quilt(s) to go in other applicable category (categories).

700.
Junior Member’s Quilts – All sizes
To qualify, the junior member must be 18n years of age or younger. All quilts entered in this category will be given a ribbon. Quilts eligible to be entered in this category may instead be entered in any of the categories appropriate for the quilt. Quilts in the Junior category are not judged. Quilts entered by Junior members in the Junior category shall be primarily the work of the entrant, but assistance by an adult is acceptable without requiring the quilt to be entered in the Group or 2-Person categories.
800. 
Two-Person Quilt – All sizes

A quilt on which two people have worked, at least one of whom is an AAQG member. 

900. 
Group Quilt – All sizes
A quilt on which three or more people have worked, at least one of whom is an AAQG member. Bee quilts go in this category unless they are professionally quilted, in which case they must be entered in the Professionally Quilted category.

1000. 
Other Techniques – All sizes
Quilts that do not fit into other defined categories, including embroidered, crazy, yo-yo, cathedral window, tied, redwork, etc.

1100. 
Wearable Arts – All sizes of wearable arts according to the specific rules of the current quilt show. At least 50% of the garment must be quilted either by hand or by machine. Each current show will establish specific entry rules. Entries must conform to these rules to be eligible for entry.

1200. 
Fine Hand Quilting – All sizes of quilts entered for the quality of the quilting stitches and for quilting design. All entries are to be made by one member. 

1300.
Professionally Quilted Quilt – All sizes of quilts that have been made by an AAQG member and quilted by hand or machine by another person(s) for remuneration (fee, goods, services). No more than two quilts per person. Any quilt which has been quilted for remuneration must be entered in this category.

1400.
Special Occasion Quilt – Such as commemorative, High School or College graduation, wedding, and baby quilts, all sizes, all techniques, made by one individual.
1500.
Kit, Calendar, Block-of-Month, and Pre-Stamped quilts. All sizes, made by one member. Kit and Block-of-the-Month quilts are composed of patterns, fabrics, and quilting designs packaged as a unit for retail sale. This includes pre-printed whole cloth quilts.

MODIFICATIONS BY SHOW CHAIR(S)

The show chair(s) must review these rules and guidelines after each show. They must solicit suggestions from show participants and guild members, and recommend revisions to the AAQG Quilt Show Procedures based on these suggestions, their experiences, and actual practices. The following is a suggested timeline:


November General Meeting and December Quips: Distribute critique forms requesting suggestions from members regarding the show.


January General Meeting: Critique forms and other input are due to the show chairs.


February Executive Board Meeting: Show chairs present in writing revisions concerning rules, judging, hanging the show, categories, awards, etc.


May Quips: Publish board-approved revisions and ask membership for input.


June General Meeting: Present final revisions to the membership for approval. 

Changes to the Show Procedures must be approved by the Executive Board and presented to the membership for approval by simple majority vote at a corporate meeting of the guild. 

CHARTS

Category

Awards 
100 
Pieced, Large
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention

200 
Pieced, Small
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

300 
Appliqué, All Sizes
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

400 
Art Quilt, All Sizes
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

500 
Miniature, All Sizes
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

600 
Novice, All Sizes 20%
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

700 
Junior Member’s Quilts, All Sizes
 All quilts receive a ribbon

800 
Two-Person Quilt, All Sizes 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

900 
Group Quilt, All Sizes
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention

1000 Other Techniques, All Sizes 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

1100 Wearable Art, All Sizes 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention

1200 Fine Hand Quilting, All Sizes 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

1300 Professionally Quilted Quilt, All Sizes 




1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

1400 Special Occasion Quilt, All Sizes 
1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

1500 Kit, Calendar, Block-of-Month, Pre-Stamped Quilt, All Sizes




1st, 2nd, 3rd, 20% total entries Honorable Mention 

Overall Awards 

Best of Show—One quilt regardless of size

Judge’s Choice Awards—One quilt per judge regardless of size

Viewer’s Choice Award—One quilt regardless of size

Color—One quilt, Large size

Color—One quilt, Small size

Appliqué—One quilt, Large size

Appliqué—One quilt, Small size

Piecing—One quilt, Large size

Piecing—One quilt, Small size

Design—One quilt, Large size

Design—One quilt, Small size

Creativity—One quilt, Large size

Creativity—One quilt, Small size

Hand Quilting—One quilt, Large size

Hand Quilting—One quilt, Small size

Machine Quilting—One quilt, Large size

Machine Quilting—One quilt, Small size

Heritage—One quilt, Large size

Heritage—One quilt, Small size
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